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Unfortunately Barbara Ann was on holiday when Magamaterial was due,
but I am sure she will have an opportunity to sayfarewell and inform us of
the next stages in her preparation for The Minjsiryich we know from
personal experience in Westburn will be a livelgigrg ministry. We have
enjoyed her time with us and hope she has fouadvibrthwhile part of her
training. The members of the congregation wishhBea Ann well as she goes
on to do God’s work wherever that path may take her

We look forward to hearing from her from time tomé and for now bid her
farewell in May with love, encouragement and Gdélsssing.



Rev Douglas Hamilton an appreciation

Rev William Douglas Hamilton was inducted as minister of Greenock:St
George’s North in December 1986.

He came to Greenock from Newtongrange linked with Borthwick. This
was his first charge and he served there for 10 years. While there he
oversaw the restoration of Borthwick Church.

He arrived in Greenock as successor to Rev J Stewart Pyper and to a
congregation formed of a union in 1983 between St George’'s and
Martyrs’ and North. His neighbouring charges were Mid Kirk with Rev
Alex Porteous as Minister, Union Church with Rev Andrew Taylor, St
Marks Greenbank with Rev Alec Chestnut and the OId Kirk which was
vacant. Since 1986 these neighbouring churches have been involved in
4 unions and 3 church buildings closing.

A few years after Douglas arrived he decided to revamp the Kirk Session
by organising the formation of sub groups in the areas of pastoral care,
mission, nurture and worship. He encouraged elders to be active in the
affairs of the congregation and to initiate new projects. From this work
came the activities that helped to make St George’s North a busy church
such as services in Royal Court, Town Centre Outreach in 1992,
Christmas Café, Harvest projects first in Malawi then in South Africa,
services in Westburn Centre, Church Aunties at baptisms, summer
barbeques, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, Alpha course,
prayer and bible study workshops, youth leaders meetings and Quest

group.

Underpinning all of this was worship offered on Sunday mornings. The
New International Version of the Bible replaced the Authorised Version
and Mission Praise supplemented The Church Hymnary Third Edition.
Sermons were linked to themes spreading over several Sundays and
occasionally sermons were broken down into parts linked with
appropriate hymns. His preaching notes would sometimes consist of an

index card with a series of headings and from this would come a 20
minute sermon. Family services were held once a month.

Throughout his ministry Douglas was praised for the sensitive way in
which he conducted funerals. His eulogys which summed up so well
facets of the person’s character won him praise both from within and
outwith the church.

During his ministry in St George’s North there were close links with St
Luke’s and with the ministries of Rev Russell Barr and Rev Bill Hewiitt.
This was helped by both the Barr and Hewitt families having sons as
members of the 7" Greenock Boys Brigade Company which was
attached to St George’s North. At company inspections there were at
least two ministers present.

Over the years the churches in the West End of Greenock faced
common problems of declining membership and declining finances. Out
of these concerns came the five churches covenant. Douglas served as
chair for the first year which was recognition of his seniority and
experience. He tried to give a lead and treated people fairly. When later
the covenant had failed the minister and office bearers of St George’s
North were praised for the dignified way in which they had conducted
themselves.

The last years of St George’s North were not easy. Throughout the
Covenant there were rumours and comments made that St George’s
North should close. Douglas dealt with all this with tact and in providing
as much information as possible. The Kirk Session would meet the day
after a covenant meeting so they would be updated before any rumours
started circulating. When as the result of the covenant it was formally
proposed that the church should close Douglas supported this with the
risk of personal unpopularity. After the failure of the Covenant St
George’s North asked for union even at the sacrificial cost of losing the
church buildings. Douglas supported this. Out of all this came union with
St Luke’s to form Westburn.



With the coming of Westburn Douglas embarked on the last phase of his
ministry. He came to Greenock to cement a union and he would leave
Greenock having formed a union. He worked closely with Rev Bill Hewitt
and again a familiar pattern emerged of the subgroups of Kirk Session
initiating projects. Services were offered twice on a Sunday morning and
both ministers worked closely together in allocating services and duties
on a Sunday.

Outside the church Douglas’s main leisure activities consisted of
following football and studying Robert Burns. He was president of
Greenock Burns Club,a role which he enjoyed as he participated in
various functions invariably wearing the Hamilton tartan.

It can be hard to sum up a ministry of 34 years in a few words but
perhaps it could be described as a ministry rendered in the Lords service
obediently and faithfully.

As he prepares to retire may the words of the Aaronic blessing be with
him

The Lord bless thee and keep thee

The lord make his face to shine upon the and be gracious unto thee

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace

Alan Gallacher

Session Clerk St George’s North
2001-2006
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Life and Work

Life and Work is available last Sunday of every mhopriced £1.60
Subscriptions available.

Please conta@helagh Hendry Tele. 794667

Delivery can be arranged if you are unable to gehurch.

CHURCH NEWS BOOK

The Church News Book can be found on the tableeatront of the Church,
please use this as a communication to help keemithisters informed of
anyone who is ill or in hospital, or of any newsspgcial birthdays and
anniversaries.

Be sure to add the person’s address even if treindrospital.

If the minister's don’t know they can’t do sometthiabout it.
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FAREWELL CEILIDH

A Farewell Ceilidh for Douglas and Nancy will be hil on the 13" June in
the church hall.

Tickets priced £10.00 will be on sale soon [inckigiesh or Chicken Supper]
Music will be provided by “THE REEL DE’IL “.

A sheet will be available in the foyer for numbarsl choice of supper.

An early response would be appreciated.

RETIREMENT PRESENTATION
FOR
REV W.D HAMILTON
SUNDAY 14™ JUNE

There will be a congregational lunch in the chunah after the morning
service.

The Social Committee would welcome donations of @draking on the
morning of Saturday 13June.

Anyone wishing to help on the Saturday in the prafpans for the lunch please
give their name to Betty Stuart, Jean Wilson odaiMurray.

Upcoming Events

If the Stedfast Silver Band concert this year ig@sd as last year we're in for a
treat. Watch out for an announcement about thiso#imer events we’re looking
into on your behalf such as the Bowling Eveningyr®s in the Park .We will
also look at the Edinburgh Tattoo for 2010.
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The Brownies

Unfortunately we are coming to the end of anothesylbut fun year. We are
hoping to book the climbing wall at South Newton dair last night in May

and have our pack holiday in June.

We have celebrated the Jewish New Year, had indaoofires with the girls
making an artificial fire on the notice board andkimg the sound effects for
fireworks which they threw into the air themselussng streamers, poppers,
tinsel and crazy foam. In January we went up tcn@lees where we were
treated to a puppet show and reading of Tam O't8haNe also had a
snowball fight in the car park afterwards but thasn't planned it just happened
to snow that day. Other things we have done inchalding our own Highland
games, eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, makifoglitkaon St.David's day,
hunting for leprechauns gold on St. Patrick's @yl hunting for dragons on St
George's day.

Thanks again to the congregation who are alwayg sigpportive and to the
Boys Brigade who once again put the tables outisoon the Friday before our
coffee morning which saved us from either settipgrery late on Friday night
or having to come in very early on Saturday morning

Bonfires and wreaths Jewish New Year
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Listen

When | ask you to listen to me and you start givadgice,
you have not done what | asked.

When | ask you to listen to me and you begin tonted
why | shouldn't feel that way,
you are trampling on my feelings

When | ask you to listen to me and you feel youehtavdo
something to solve my problem,

you have failed me, strange as that may seem.

Listen! All I asked was that you listen,

not talk, or do... just hear.

Advice is cheap: thirty-five pence will get you hot
Dear Deirdre and Just Joan in the newspapers.
And | can do that myself. | am not helpless.
Maybe discouraged and faltering, but not helpless.

When you do something for me that | can and neelbto

for myself, you contribute to my fear and inadequac

But when you accept, as a simple fact, that | @bvidat | feel
no matter how irrational, then | can quit trying to

convince you and get about the business of
understanding what's behind this irrational feeling

When that's clear, the answers are obvious and't deed advice.
Irrational feelings make sense when we understaaitstbehind them.

Perhaps that’s why prayer works for people;
Because God listens and doesn't give advice
He listens, and helps you work it out for yourself.

Please listen and just hear me, and if you wanaltowait a minute for your
turn, and I'll listen to you.
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Pesky Squirrels From the Roll-Keeper
Deaths
Mrs. A. McClure 1/1 53 West Blackhall St. 1
There were four country churches in a small Tegasf the Presbyterian Miss M. Millar 65 Nicolson St 1
Church, the Baptist Church, the Catholic Church taedViethodist Church. Mr. T. Forbes 30 Newton St. 4
Each church was overrun with pesky squirrels. Mrs. W. Snoddy 41 [EIdon St. 7
One day, the Presbyterian Church called a meetirdgetide what to do about Mrs. M. Campbe!l 2 Kilbrannan Dr. 13
4 . . . Mr G. McDermid 25 Trafalgar St. 17
the squirrels. After much prayer and consideratiogy determined that the
squirrels were predestined to be there and thewldhv interfere with God's Mrs. R. Metcah_‘e 83 Regent Ct. 17
divine will Mrs. E. Galbraith Marchmount, 1 Alderwood Rd. 22
' Mrs. E. Paterson Balclutha Ct. 22
In the Baptist Church the squirrels had taken uptaaon in the baptistery. The ] : .
deacons met and decided to put a cover on the sbaptiand drown the New - by Profession of Faith
fr?éjrlgterllse Ir?e>|<tt. V'\I/'ngsquwrels escaped somehow thece were twice as many Ms. M. Ritchie FI. C6, 9 Jamaica St. 1
' Ms. G. McNeal 117 Bournemouth Rd. 10
The Catholic group got together and decided they there not in a position to Ms. S, Pearson 11 Larkﬁe!d Rd. 12
! . . Ms. T. Taverner 43 Cambridge Rd. 12
harm any of God's creation. So they humanely trdpgpe squirrels and set
them free a few miles outside of town. Three daysr] the squirrels were back Mr. C. Kepler 158 Dunlop St. 15
' ' Mrs. W. Kepler 158 Dunlop St. 15
But the Methodist Church came up with the best mnodt effective solution. m; f' \[/)veil\lligrr]ns 28 ggigﬁ:gﬂ w:y 12
They baptised the squirrels and registered themeasbers of the church. Now ' ' 9 y
they only see them at Christmas and Easter!
New - by Transference
: o Mrs. M.  Mclarty Fl. A3, 9 Jamaica St. 1
A4 7+ d from Hamilton/Bardrainney
Mrs. . McFarlane 6 Brisbane St. 6
) " from Hamilton/Bardrainney
4% $$ #)$ S ) Mrs. M. Nairn 1C Hope St. . 17
# from St. Martin’s
)
Changes of Address
/
Mr  J. Heron Merino Ct. Nursing Home 22 from 16
Mrs. L. Park Woodlands Nurs. Hm., Quarriers Village 22 from 19
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