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FROM THE MISSION GROUP

| $; The Mission Group continue with their services in Royal Court at 3.0'clock on the
> last Sunday of the month.
6 7 $
$ On February Douglas Scott will be taking the service.
! $ ) The service in March will be a Communion Service taken by Mr Hamilton and Barbara
$ 3 ) 0 Ann Sweetin.
" April service will be taken by Jennifer Boag.
1 7" * 1 89-.8 John Knox will take May service.
The June service will be taken by the Bible Class.
The Mission Group extend a warm welcome to this short informal service.
-+
If you wish any further information, please speak to Jim Spence
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Life and Work s o . _)
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Life and Work available last Sunday of every mgmticed £1.60 M
Subscriptions available. D Loy
? ?
Please conta@helagh Hendry Tele. 794667
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At the time the magazine is being prepared mucheisg made of * THE
YEAR OF THE HOMECOMING * where many celebrationsdaevents are
planned to mark the 28Canniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. Thisais
exciting time for many Scots at home and abroad whlbtake part in these
events.

At the same time it is a year of Farewell, but ®&wmient, too. In The Hewitt
Manse.

We have already heard from Neil, who is the yastgnember of the Hewitt
family. He left our Scottish shores on Thursdaf§’2Z&nuary heading to Malawi
for six months, to work and gain experience, dutigygap year from medical
studies. As Neil said he will be working in Ekwenddhat name should ring a
bell with many, as many years ago we held a famskr to send money to build
a well in Ekwendeni, lets hope Neil finds it and npaother wells in good

working order.

The congregation had an opportunity to help angheupNeil at his recent very
successful coffee morning and Neil has already rosm his thanks and
appreciation..

Our thoughts and prayers go with Neil and we ltwkard to hearing how he
is getting on and in more detail on his return.r @oughts were also with Bill
and Moira, Rhona and her husband Martin as theytlsair good-byes.

It is all happening in the Hewitt manse at the motwveth further farewells and
great excitement as Bill and Moira prepare to leéae Edinburgh early in
March as Bill prepares to take up his positionvaslerator of The General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. ( Fortunatiely Rhona they are not
going to be too far away some of the time )

This is a great honour not only for Bill and Moipait for Westburn and the
wider community.

As a congregation we will have a chance on ComouSiunday the®*iMarch

( which will be Bill's last day preaching) to shaire the excitement and to
extend our good wishes and good luck as we bidn ta@ewell and wish them
God's blessing for the year ahead, and as we vogther in Westburn to keep



the home fires burning we look forward to heariranf Bill and Moira. As we disability), Merchiston Hospital (adult mental hednd part-time chaplain to

say farewell in 2009, we s&yASTE YE BACK in 2010.and in the words of the Royal Alexandra Hospital. Mr Hewitt was Regib@aaplain to the Girls'
Brigade and served on presbytery Committees andnaicommittees of the
Church, in particular the Youth Education Commitidech provided him with
the opportunity to convene the Youth ventures gram@nging activities for 12
- 15 year olds.

Mr Hewitt was called to Greenock: St Luke's, adargwn centre church, in
994. He serves as local primary school and GréeAoademy chaplain,
ames Watt College chaplain and part time chapdainverclyde Royal

Hospital and to Ardgowan Hospice.

The following article is taken from the Church afdd#and website and gives u
more information about our minister and the positid Moderator.

The kirk selects Moderator Designate

In 2000, the five churches in the west end of Goekragreed to work together
The Reverend William Currie Hewitt, Minister of Westburn Church of towards union. This work continued and, in 2006.i#te's and their immediate
Scotland, Greenock, is Moderator Designate of the @&eral Assembly of neighbours, St George's North, united as Westbbred of Scotland. During

the Church of Scotland. the last two years, Mr Hewitt and his colleague .Reuglas Hamilton have
worked hard to cement the union and believe thrautih worship, teaching and
Mr Hewitt, (57), was bornn Kilmarnock and educat: social events, the two congregations are happilkiwg as one.

at Kilmarnock Academy where he was Head Bo
196869. He attended Henderson Church and progr:
through Sunday school, Bible Class, and Y
Fellowship into full membership in 1969. Mr Hev
went on to Strathclyde Universitp study accountan:
before answering the call from God to ministry wt
had been awakened by his minister sometime prelyic
He transferred to Glasgow University, graduating il
1974 and then did a Post Graduate Diploma in pal
studies, graduatg in 1976. He served for two years
Probationer Assistant at Castlehill Church, Ayr vehbe‘
was ordained in 1977.

Wider Church work has included Moderator of GreénBresbytery and first
Moderator of Greenock and Paisley Presbytery.

Mr Hewitt is currently the vice convener of Pretdry Business Committee
and convener of Discipline.

In 1993, Mr Hewitt was appointed to the Board add®ice and Procedure where
he served for 8 years, becoming Convener of theefaéAssembly
Arrangements Committee and Convener of the Busi@essmittee of the
General Assembly. Mr Hewitt has also been a mermab#re Assembly Council
and of the Support and Services Committee.

Outwith the Church, he is a member of the Boar8taflies for the Institute of

In 1978, Mr Hewitt was called to Elderslie Kirkgtha new union of Elderslie Counselling based in Glasgow.

East and Elderslie West, where he served for 16y@aring his ministry, _ o )

Elderslie Kirk was seen as the focal point of tredldefined community and he Mr Hewitt and his wife, Moira, have a daughter awad sons.
was involved in community life, as chaplain to tbeal school, part time

chaplain to Elderslie Hospital (Children with sevenental and physical In his leisure time, Mr Hewitt enjoys golf, is R&esident of Johnstone Rotary
Club, a member and Past President of Greenock Bliuisand a frequent



speaker at Burns events which included a trip toa@a to propose the
Immortal Memory. Mr Hewitt is currently Précis dfet Innerkip Society — a
charitable organisation dating back to 1798.

The role of Moderator of the General Assembly ishvanorary one, held for 12
months.

Meetings of the General Assembly are chaired byMibderator, who leads
worship, rules on points of order and signs documen behalf of the
Assembly.

After the Assembly, the Moderator generally trawddsa Church representative
in Scotland, other parts of the UK and overseasiambassadorial capacity.

Every Moderator carries out a series of visitseeesal Church of Scotland
presbyteries as well as undertaking a number efnational tours.

Regular features on his/her itinerary are visitene of the armed forces and a
stay in London around St Andrew's Day (30 Novembet)ich includes a
meeting in Downing Street with the Prime Minist€he Moderator also visits
the Scottish Parliament.

The Moderator has two chaplains who assist himeorih preparing for the
General Assembly and provide support throughoutehudsdy week. Where
possible, the Moderator's spouse is often invitedadcompany him or her on
official visits.

A TRIBUTE FROM ISHBEL
BILL
(can be sung to the tune ‘Kilmarnock’)

We're feeling glad, we're feeling sad,
But proud as proud can be,

That our own Bill right soon will fill

A place in history.

The Moderator o’ the Kirk

For Scotland — east and west,

And north and south — our homeland dear
With Bill's words will be blessed.

His sermons reach the hearts of all
His prayers are so sincere,

His jovial wit — all neatly fit

To make him loved and dear.

This year will seem so long for us
Without our Bill, our friend,

We pray that God will guide his steps,
And then Bill homeward send.
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Here we have yet another good-byeAfter some delay for various reasons,
Graham is now moving to the Stirling Area in Marttlis wife Helen has been
working in this area since June 2007 and | am s are both looking

forward to fulfilling their plans, at last!

Graham will be sadly missed from the congregatenhas been a diligent
elder, the ‘producer and organiser’ of The Firsti&y Group, convenor of the
Publicity Committee, and can often be seen on @a&®umorning on the sound

system.

There is no doubt Graham that you will be missed, it we extend to you
and Helen our very best wishes and look forward tseeing you when next

in Greenock.
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Brownies

The brownies started the season by holding their @lympics and winning
medals that they made themselves. Many of thera Ao managed to gain
their wildlife explorer badge by keeping a recofdwidlife seen in their
gardens over a certain period and by making bedifey stations and pooters
(boxes for studying bugs in).

A safe fireworks display was held in the hall witie girls making all the sound
effects while throwing streamers etc. up in the air

The Gang Show was another fun night out. On Rdbems' birthday the pack
visited Cornalees and were entertained by a reaxfiigm O'Shanter combined
with a puppet show. Before leaving to come honmeeethvas time to build a
snowman and have a snowball fight thanks to theeudall of snow the night ¢
before.

Anne McKerlie (Guider)

%



T5" GREENOCK AND DISTRICT CUB SCOUTS
The Cubs have been busy since last time!

We thoroughly enjoyed our outing to the Gang Shoth@end of November
and then had a great time at the District ChristResy held in Port Glasgow
Town Hall at the end of December.

We have had a quieter time in January; our newliscare settling in nicely
and enjoying their time as Cubs.

We hope to visit the Police Station some time sawhalso have a Pack
Holiday at Everton Lodge in March.

If you know of anyone (boy or girl) who would like ‘be a Cub’ please bring

them along to the Youth Hall on a Friday evening,are there from 7.30pm till

9pm, they must be aged 8, 9 or 10 years of age.

Maureen Bain

Through the window

A young couple moves into a new neighbourhood. The first morning,
while they are eating breakfast, the young woman sees her neighbour
hanging her washing outside.

“That laundry is not very clean,” she said “She doesn’t know how to
wash correctly, perhaps she needs better washing powder.”

Her husband looks on, but remained silent. Every time her neighbour
would hang her washing to dry, the young woman would make the same
comments.

About a month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean
washing on the line and said to her husband, “look, she has learned to
wash correctly. | wonder who taught her this ?”

Her husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned our
windows!”

And so it is with life. What we see when watching o
on the purity of the window through which we look.

thers depends

( and this one taken from Lifetimes the magazine for Christian living )
Important Question

During my second month of nursing school, our professor gave us a
quiz. | was a conscientious student and breezed through the questions,
until the last. “What is the first name of the woman who cleans the
school?” Surely this was a joke. | had seen her several times, she was
tall, blond and in her fifties, but how would | know her name? | handed in
my paper,leaving the last question blank. Before class ended one
student asked if the last question would count. Absolutely, said the
professor. “In your careers you will meet many people. All are significant.
They deserve your attention and care, even if all you do is smile and say
hello.”

I've never forgotten that lesson. | also learned he
Dorothy.

r name was

6 $

Deaths

Mrs. E. Carter 19a Patrick St. 1
Miss J. Sinclair 12 Kilblain Ct. 1
Miss M.W. Todd F14 , Bagatelle Ct. 8
Mr. R. Williamson 17 Ashton Rd. 11
Mrs. C. Bruce F1/3, 7 James Watt Way 19
Mr. J. Brown 19 Sir Gabriel Wood Ct. 20
Mrs. N. Dempsey  Belleaire 22
Mrs. N. Davis Merino Ct. Nursing Home 22
Mr. D. Gray Glenfield 22
Mrs. Campbell 30 Nelson St. 30
Mrs. Munroe 10 Briar PI. 30



Disjunctions

Mrs. N. Jackson 2 Katrine Rd. WB to Skelmorlie &
Wemyss Bay

Mrs. J. McCathie 106 Newark St. to Old West
Mr&Mrs A Paul 106 Newark St. to Old West
Changes of Address
Mr. B. Dunnet 126 Newton St. 4 from D11
Mr & Mrs I. & Miss T.Howe F7, St.Andrew's Ct.

46b Ardgowan St. 6 from D5
Mrs. J. Abdulrahim 36 Eldon St. 7 from D30
Mrs. R. Tipling 2 Lyle Rd. 9 from D12
Mr.&MrsJ.  Anderson 103 Rankin Ct. 14 from D12
Mrs. J. Heron F16, JGH, 2 Duncan St. 18 from D16
Mr. S. Hutton32 Orchard Cres., Kingston Dock 19 from D4
Mrs. J. Branchfield 17 Dixon Av. DUNOON 21 from D15
Mr C. Mwenebungu* F22, 17 Ripon Dr.
Mrs. Y. Gondwe * GLASGOW 21 from D17
Mr J. Heron Larkfield Unit 22 from D16
Miss M. MacLachlan Glenfield 22 from D16
Mrs. P. Robb 64 Killochend Dr. 30 from D14

A POINT TO PONDER

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed
Or are you just contented, that your name is on the list.

Do you attend our worship and mingle with the flock
Or do just stay away and criticise and mock

Do you ever go and visit a member who is sick
Or leave the job to just a few, and talk about the clique.

Come to the church more often and help with hand and heart
Don’t be just a member, but take an active part.

Think this over my friend, for you know right from wrong
Are you and active member or do you just belong?

Won't you pause for just a moment to give this matter thought
The Success here in Westburn, depends on your support.

The Magazine Committree’s Lament

If we've put you in, be happy
If we've left you out be sad
If you didn’t meet the deadline
We bet you're really mad
But never mind, me dearies
Perfection is divine
There’s always the summer issue
We'll get it right next time.



