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Greenock Westburn Church Web Site �
��
Our Church web site is up and running and can be found at - 
http://www.greenockwestburn.org.uk/   Please visit it and view it's contents.�
��
Each Church Organisation has it's own individual page. As the winter session is about 
to commence, the Organisations are encouraged to use their page to advertise their 
syllabus or activities.�
��
A similar invitation is made to any church member who feels that they can assist in 
making the web site more interesting.�
��
Further information can obtained from Jim Bell ( 01 475 799381 or 
all.the.bells@ntlworld.com  )�
�
�
��

 Life and Work 
Life and Work is available on the last Sunday of every month priced £1.60 
Subscriptions available. 
 
 Please contact Shelagh Hendry Tele. 794667. 
 
Delivery can be arranged if you are unable to get to church. 
 
 
 
 

�=�

 
CHURCH NEWS BOOK 
 
The Church News Book can be found on the table at the front of the Church, 
please use this as a communication to help keep the minister informed of 
anyone who is ill or in hospital, or of any news of special birthdays and 
anniversaries. 
Be sure to add the person’s address even if they are in hospital.  
 
If the minister doesn’t know he can’t do anything about it.   
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Daily Bible Reading Notes 
 
The next issue will be for the months of March/April. Two of the most popular 
publications are Lucas on Life and Every day With Jesus. There are interesting 
comments on the Bible readings and we are encouraged to focus on particular 
verses. Each daily session ends with a prayer. 
The title for Lucas on Life is ‘The X Factor’ and the theme for Every Day with 
Jesus is ‘Healing Wounds’ 
If you would like to try using the Notes please speak to Margaret Dempsey. 
 
 
REPORT OF PRESBYTERY OF GREENOCK AND PAISLEY 
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Margaret Crawford 
Presbytery Elder 
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Property Update (as at 24 th January, 2010)  on the Sanctuary Heating 
System 
 
 
The last update finished with the words, “it will be good to get back ‘Home’ 
when the job is done!”     It was good, even although the new heating system 
was only operable for 3 days before the 13th December return to the Sanctuary.     
It was well installed and appears to be working well.   However, the related, 
sub-contracted Building work has been a nightmare!  The initial “snagging” 
determined by the Consultant and ourselves was not made good to our 
satisfaction, nor subsequently to the Contractor.   Payment to the Builder is 
currently being withheld and the necessary improvement work is being 
completed using internal labour. 
 
The Sanctuary new carpeting, which was due to be fitted during the week of 
18th January, 10 has been delayed due to “unexpectedly heavy snow in North 
Yorkshire during mid and late December.”      Obviously it is not going to arrive 
until at least late January but the opportunity has been taken to redecorate the 
under-gallery ceiling and walls following plastering repairs to those ceilings.     
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This should be viewed as the first stage of brightening/freshening and general 
redecoration of the Sanctuary 
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 Andrew Borland    Property Convenor    
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We are delighted to report that Barbara Ann Sweetin has now graduated from 
the University of Glasgow with a 2:1 Honours, Bachelor of Divinity Degree. The 
modules studied included Old Testament, New Testament, Systematic 
Theology, Image Word and Worship, Pastoral Theology, Reflective Practice, 
and Mission in Contemporary Theology. Her 16,000 word dissertation was 
entitled `Are Children's Talks/ Sermons Effective in Worship on a Sunday 
Morning’. Alongside university work Barbara Ann undertook 3 placements for 
the Church of Scotland. 
The church placements lasted for 7 months; the first in Kilbarchan East Church 
and the second in Greenock Westbum with our now moderator, Rt...Rev. Bill 
Hewitt. 
 
Last summer, Barbara Ann completed a 10 week full time placement in the 
Southern General Hospital as an assistant Chaplain, where she worked in most 
of the wards and spoke to patients, families and staff.  
 
Barbara Ann asked for the opportunity to thank the members of Houston and 
Killellan Kirk for their kind wishes support and encouraging words during her 
studies and also to all the people of Houston for their interest and 
encouragement. She also said that as unsure as she was at the beginning of 
her training she is now sure that God has led her on this journey to further 
Christ's Kingdom. 
 
Barbara Ann starts her probation on 1 St September in Clydebank Abbotsford, 
which lasts for 15 months. On 1St September 2010 she can start looking for her 
own charge. 
 
Our very best wishes go with her and our thanks for all she has done for us 
here at Houston & Killellan Kirk. 
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Barbara Ann – Graduation Day 
�
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STAMPS 
 
Thank you for your continued support bringing your used stamps to 
church, please continue to do so.  Used stamps can be put in the Red 
Basket in the centre vestibule.  
I have included in the magazine the report from: -   2009 World Mission 
Stamp Project. 
 
Evelyn Taylor. 
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2009 World Mission Stamp Project: 
Letters of Love 
 
Background Information 

The Roma are a subset of the Romani people, sometimes known as 'gypsies'. 
Ethnically, they originally came from South Asia, but have lived in Europe 
for centuries. They live primarily in central and eastern Europe. 

 
Our partner church in the Czech Republic is the Evangelical Church of 
Czech Brethren, a protestant church which was formed as a union of the 
Lutheran and Reformed churches in 1918. 

 
In the Czech Republic the Roma people are a minority who live on the edges 
of society. They are subject to various forms of discrimination and prejudice, 
and suffer from a lack of educational opportunities and poverty. Despite some 
efforts by the government since the 'Velvet Revolution' of 1989, the United 
Nations says that the Roma's situation in the Czech Republic is getting worse. 

The Challenge 

The challenge we have accepted this year is to support an OUTREACH 
PROGRAMME among the Roma people organised by our partner church in 
the Czech Republic. 

 
Since 2003, they have run projects for children and young people (pre-
school education and a drop-in centre); for parents (evening classes and 
social events); and for older people (a home care service). They wish to 
strengthen and develop these outreach resources. 

 
You can help our partner church show Christ's love to the Roma people 
simply by collecting your used stamps, which are sold on to raise money. 
Send your stamps to: World Mission Stamp Project, Church of Scotland, 121 
George Street, Edinburgh, E112 4YN. 
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How it works 

Used stamps are gathered in, sorted and sold to collectors. Administration 
costs are minimal as the work of preparing and selling the stamps is 
undertaken by teams of home workers. The success of the scheme depends on 
the support given to it by congregations, organisations and individuals 
throughout Scotland who regularly send in packets of used stamps. 

 
 

Contact 

If you would like further details telephone 0131 225 5722 or email 
world@cofscotland.org.uk. There is also information on our 
website at www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worldmission 
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A little bit of history.  The 11th Greenock Girl Guides originally met in Gaelic Parish 
Church in Westburn Street. However when The Gaelic Parish closed, the Rev. Alex 
Chestnut who was Interim Moderator invited them to meet in Greenbank Hall in Kelly 
Street and be part of St.Mark’s Greenbank Church.   Later when St.Mark’s Greenbank 
Church joined with the Old West Church in Nelson Street the Company moved there 
and for some reason was re-registered as the 39th . The company still meets there . 
 
If anyone who was originally in the 11th has any memorabilia and/or memories to share 
please speak to Margaret Paul who will arrange for it to be included in the Museum 
Display in April as part of the Girlguiding Centenary Celebrations. 
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Heaven and Hell 
 
 
 
A holy man was having a conversation with God one 
day and said, ' God, I would like to know what Heaven 
and Hell are like.'  
God led the holy man to two doors. 
 
He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked 
in. 
In the middle of the room was a large round table. In 
the middle of the table was a large pot of stew, which 
smelled delicious and made the holy man's mouth 
water. 
The people sitting around the table were thin and 
sickly. They appeared to be famished. 
They were holding spoons with very long handles, that 
were strapped to their arms and each found it just 
possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a 
spoonful. 
But, because the handle was longer than their arms, 
they could not get the spoons back into their mouths. 
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The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery 
and suffering. 
God said, 'You have seen Hell.' 
 
They went to the next room and opened the door. It 
was exactly the same as the first one. 
There was a large round table with the large pot of 
stew, which made the holy man's mouth water. 
The people were equipped with the same long-
handled spoons, but here the people were well 
nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy 
man said, 'I don't understand.'  
 
‘It is simple,' said God. 'It requires but one skill.You 
see they have learned to feed each other, while the 
greedy think only of themselves.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�2=�

 
 
 
From the Roll-Keeper 
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