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From the Interim Moderator

Just these words to say…………………………………………………………………

……………………….that the Nominations Committee are giving all their attention to finding a new minister and I would again encourage you to pray regularly for the work the committee are doing in your name.

Meanwhile the worship, work and witness of Westburn Church continues on apace. The Kirk Session held their ‘Future Focus” Conference in the Church Halls on Saturday 18th August with the assistance of two facilitators from the Mission and Discipleship Council.

The Conference was the starting point for a process designed to enable us to establish a vision with realistic plans for turning that vision into action.

The first Christians were known as ‘the people of the Way’. Such is the mission of the Church, to be always on the way. It’s important therefore that we periodically update and renew our focus in the light of changing conditions and opportunities. We need a blueprint for the future. If we do not know where we are going it is highly unlikely that we will arrive at any desirable destination.

This September signals the start of our Stewardship Programme and you will be receiving an invitation to our Congregational Gathering on Sunday 30th September. Make sure that you don’t miss out on an event that is planned with you in mind. We will miss you if you are not there. This is a great opportunity to do something that will allow our congregation to continue to develop a lasting legacy - a legacy that will ensure the continuation of our Christian values amongst up and coming generations in this church and in this community.

What will our legacy be?  How do you want to be remembered? That’s a very important question. We are all interested in legacy, in what we leave to our children. I love the story of the wealthy businessman whose lawyer gathered the man’s family together to read out his will. The family gathered in sadness, but also in eager anticipation of what he would have to say. He began his will with this sentence:

Being of sound mind, I spent it all.

Now that’s a great way for him to begin his will, for what we leave our children is far more than the things we can handle and touch and see, stocks and shares or whatever.

The legacies that we leave our children and that we leave this world are far more than all of that.

In February of 1968, just weeks before he was assassinated, Martin Luther King Jnr. shared with his people in Ebenezer Baptist Church what he hoped people would say about him when he was gone. Just a few weeks later they played a part of the tape of that sermon at his funeral, and the part that they played was this:

‘If any of you are around when I have to meet my day… tell them not to talk about my Nobel Peace Prize… I want you to be able to say that I did try to feed the hungry…that I did try to clothe the naked … that I did try to visit those who were in prison…I want you to say that I tried to love and serve humanity…I just want to leave behind a committed life.’

How do we want to be remembered?

Hold us in your prayers as we hold you in ours.

I am your friend and (locum) minister,       Morris Coull.
             Pastoral Care Committee

1. The Committee have held meetings on 23rd April and 18th July 2012.
2. Car Run – was held on Wednesday, 27th June 2012 from 6.30pm with supper being provided between 8.30pm and 9.00pm. As in previous years, this was a very successful event. The fellowship was very much in evidence and enjoyed by Members and drivers, and folks had a chance to catch up with old friends. Very big thanks to the drivers who gave up their time to take the Members to various places as far away as Helensburgh. Also to the ladies who provided the supper, which everybody enjoyed and I can personally vouch for the quality and variety.  

3. District 22 – all members who are in nursing or care homes are regularly visited by the Committee. In addition, our Interim Moderator is also visiting Members in hospital and at home.
4. Next meeting of the Committee will be held on Wednesday, 19th September 2012 at 2.30pm in the lounge.
Bill Dempster
Sunday October 7th   - Afternoon Communion

A warm invitation is extended to all to come along to -

A short service of worship with Communion

in the Lounge

at 3 o'clock on Sunday 7th October
Transport there and back will be available for anyone who needs it.  If you would like a lift, then - 

*
just speak to your Elder 

*
or speak to Ruth Gillies.
Please stay and join us afterwards for fellowship and a cup of tea.

We look forward to seeing you there.


CHURCH NEWS BOOK
If you are aware of anyone who is ill or would benefit from a visit from the minister, please make an entry in the news book with their name and address. It is helpful if you sign your entry.
.
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Life and Work is available on the last Sunday of every month priced £1.60
Subscriptions available.

 Please contact Shelagh Hendry Tele. 794667.

Delivery can be arranged if you are unable to get to church.

KIDS IN CHURCH

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on the way to church service, ‘And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?’ One bright little girl replied, ‘Because people are sleeping’
Greenock Westburn Church Web Site
[image: image9.png]


Have you put your syllabus,  planned activities, or interesting comments about your organisation or group on your web page. If not it may look as though you’re not doing anything interesting.   Have you looked at your page on the web, can you make it more interesting, add photographs, make comments, ask one of your members to write about what it is they enjoy about your group.  Jim Bell will be happy to update your page. 

A similar invitation is made to any church member who feels that they can assist in making the web site more interesting. 

Our church web site can be found at - http://www.greenockwestburn.org.uk/   Please visit it and view it's contents.
Further information can obtained from Jim Bell ( 01475 799381 or all.the.bells@ntlworld.com )
Find us on FACEBOOK 
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Search on FACEBOOK for “Greenock Westburn Church of Scotland” and join the social media revolution.  

PRESBYTERY OF GREENOCK AND PAISLEY

REPORT MAY/JUNE 2012
VISITING SPEAKERS: - Mrs Marion Berekis and Mrs Irene Munro gave a joint report on the work of the Guild in the Presbytery during Session 2011-2012. The Guild is 125 years this year and the initial deliverance to the General Assembly said to “train women workers at home and overseas.” The Guild has always been involved in social action, supporting vulnerable women.  They have never been afraid of speaking out about prostitution and trafficking and have been active in HIV projects.  An eye watering amount of £2.75 million pounds has been raised.  They support Christian, Moslem and Jewish groups in Palestine.
“A Faith to Proclaim” is their new strategy as they move into a year of Celebration.

Fiona Marshall our Youth Representative at Assembly spoke about her time there and thanked Presbytery Committees for their help and support.  She had enjoyed the opportunity and felt prepared to be involved in the church.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE REV ERNEST SCOTT
Rev. Dr. Ken Forrest paid tribute to the late Rev. Ernest Scott, retired minister Port Glasgow: - St Andrew’s who died 7th April 2012. After service during the Second World War Ernest felt the call to the ministry in Aberdeen.  This is where he met Gladys who supported and assisted him through their happy married life together. His first charge was at St.Thomas’s in the Gallowgate.  Here his warm approachable style showed itself in his concern for his parish in pastoral work, community outreach – all done in his own special distinctive way.  Always he was most at ease in his Parish. He never compromised his Christian standards and when they moved to Port Glasgow he was chaplain at Scott Lithgow’s.  Here his wisdom and counseling skills were available to management and men alike. He always sought out the best in people with great good humour. He gave his life and witness to the service of God.
COMMUNITY INTERESTS: - Presbytery approved the following grants:- 

    £600 to Adams House Church of Scotland Care Home

    £580 to Paisley Child Contact Centre

                Inverclyde Family Contact Centre

                Starter Packs Inverclyde

                Talk it over post natal support group

                 STAR project.

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP: - Workshops for Sunday School teachers will take place on Sun 28th Oct at Cornerstone Bishopton.  Resources for Harvest and Christmas involving Fischy Music and Messy Church will be used. 

Sunday School Handbook will be available in September.

BUSINESS: - The Very Rev Bill  Hewitt  has transferred to the Presbytery of Glasgow as he is now working in the Presbytery office there.

PRESBYTERY PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE:-
Presbytery adopted the draft plan and instructed the Clerk to transmit the Plan to the Ministries Council and now await the Council’s concurrence. Rev.  Andrew Maclean and his committee were thanked for their diligent work in bringing the plan to fruition.
Margaret Crawford Representative Elder

Let us go into the house of the Lord ( Psalm 122, 1)

Some, indeed, declare that they can worship God without going to church.

“Can we worship in the garden, on the golf course, in the green fields ?”  is one question. 

“Do we worship there?” is quite another!!!

DELIVERY  OF  CHURCH  FLOWERS
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For some reason we have difficulty in getting people to deliver church flowers after Sunday worship.  Why should this be? !!  We all enjoy how they beautify our sanctuary for worship and the folks who receive them really do appreciate them.  It seems to be the same people who carry out this pleasant but very important  task.  The minister has often had to appeal for names.  The lists of Donors and those who deliver are on the table at the bottom of the left hand stairs. The Donors list is usually filled up quite quickly but the delivery list is left with many blanks. It would be good if all the blank dates could be filled in , saving the flower convenors having to look for someone as they often have to do.  So have a look and see if you can fill in any of the blanks your help will be greatly appreciated.
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Church Library

It is good to see that many of you are enjoying the books which we have available in the church library book box.  We have added some new titles in the autumn.

                             Liz Smith (familystory@live.co.uk)

PROPERTY COMMITTEE  REPORT

PROPERTY COMMITTEE:- AUTUMN 2012

As previously reported, painting of stairwell and foyer areas was carried out during the month of May. Since then refurbishment work has continued with painting the external windows on the front of the Sanctuary / Tower together with redecoration of the centre stairs and link corridor.

Largely due to the extensive use of our halls and to comply with Health & Safety Regulations, a smoke detection system has been installed throughout our premises. 

In turn this will require procedures for fire alarm testing and evacuation procedures to be put in place.

During the month of August, work is being done to provide walkways in the roof space of the Sanctuary. This is required to enable the safe lowering of the chandeliers in the sanctuary thus enabling light bulbs to be changed. 

During September, it is anticipated that work will start to lift & relay the slabbed pathways on the frontage and side of the church.

As the manse is now vacant, a programme of work is being put in place to carry out improvements necessary prior to a new minister taking up residence. 
Jim Bell   Property Convenor

KERR TRUST

Our thanks are extended to the Kerr Trust for the provision of two laptop computers.

Although primary intended for use by the church youth organisations, they will be available to all organisations. Use will be restricted to within the church premises.

They will be recorded in the Church Property Register and, for security purposes, be held in a secure location.  Requests for use should be directed to the Church Officers (Ronnie & Danny) or to the Property Convenor (Jim Bell)

                           Sales of Church Property
During the past couple of years Westburn Church has been involved in the property market in selling surplus property. This article updates the congregation on what has been happening.

Flat 1/1 39 Brisbane Street Greenock
This three bedroom flat was bought in 1986. . It was a condition of the basis of union in 1983 between St George’s and Martyrs and North to form St George’s North  that the proceeds from the sale of the manse of Martyrs and North at 70 South Street would be used to provide a retirement home for Rev Stewart Pyper and his wife. The flat became vacant in 2008 following the death of Rev Stewart Pyper.

Neil Clerk Estate Agents were responsible for marketing the property and Patten and Prentice handled the legal side. The property went on the market in October 2009 at a price of £110,000.

In March 2010 this house was sold for £100,000. Once professional fees were deducted £97,708.42 was paid to Westburn Church. As a condition of the 1983 basis of union this money had to be used as a fabric fund for the congregation. The money was all spent in the refurbishment of the sanctuary ceiling.

67 Forsyth Street Greenock
This three public rooms and four bedroom property became vacant in 2009 following the retiral of Rev Douglas Hamilton. Originally bought in 1964 for the induction of Rev James Hosie this manse was home to three ministers. At one stage 70 and 72 Forsyth Street were the manses of the Union Church and St Andrews Church and now all three houses have been sold.

Neil Clerk Estate Agents and Patten and Prentice were again retained. The house went on the market in October 2010 at a price of £249,000. Unfortunately due to poor property sales and the length of time this house was on the market  the price was reduced to £225,000.

This house was sold in May 2011 for £210,000. Westburn Church had spent some money in paying for survey fees and making the property attractive for potential buyers so when professional fees were being disbursed £7,105.14 was paid to Westburn Church.

As part of the Basis of Union in 2006 to form Westburn the proceeds of the sale of a manse would be held by the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland as a fabric fund on behalf of the congregation. Accordingly £199,180.56 was remitted to the General Trustees. 10% of this money will be used for the work of the Church of Scotland and the rest credited to Westburn Church. The Kirk Session is planning to use some of this money for the remaining work to improve the sanctuary and for any work that is required to the Manse at 50 Ardgowan Street prior to the arrival of a new minister.

On a personal note I was involved in setting up the sales of these properties and liasing with estate agents and solicitors. As part of the insurance requirements these houses had to be inspected once a week and this was a task that I performed so much so that I felt that I knew these houses  as well as my own. The day prior to transfer to the new owners I would inspect each house for the last time and it was something to think that I was the last person from the church to close the doors on houses that had been owned by the church for 24 years and 47 years respectively.

Alan Gallacher

Assistant Session Clerk
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TIME FOR PRAYER

Robert Louis Stevenson was one of the greatest Scottish writers of the 19th century. We have probably all read at least one of his novels, or at least seen a filmed version. These are enjoyed not just here, but all around the world. It is good to know that he deployed his literary talents also in praise of God, as in these eloquent prayers. 
Give us grace and strength to forbear and to persevere. Offenders ourselves, give us the grace to accept and to forgive offenders. Forgetful ourselves, help us to bear cheerfully the forgetfulness of others. Give us courage and gaiety and a quiet mind. Spare to us our friends, soften to us our enemies. Bless us, if it may be, in all our innocent endeavours. If it may not, give us strength to encounter that which is to come, that we be brave in peril, constant in tribulation, temperate in wrath, and in all changes of fortune, and, down to the gates of death, loyal and loving one to another. As the clay to the potter, as the windmill to the wind, as children of their sire, we beseech of thee this help and mercy. Amen.   

Grant to us, O Lord, the royalty of inward happiness, and the serenity which comes from living close to thee. Daily renew in us the sense of joy, and let the eternal Spirit of the Father dwell in our souls and bodies, filling every corner of our hearts with light and grace; so that, bearing about with us the infection of good courage, we may be diffusers of life, and may meet all ills and cross accidents with gallant and high-hearted happiness, giving thee thanks always for all things.
Douglas Scott

USED STAMPS

On behalf of World Mission many thanks to all members who have donated used stamps this past year. 

The final amount donated to ‘Mount Olivet Boys Home’ was £3,600 this is a tremeandous amount raised just by simply putting our used stamps in the basket in the Centre Vestibule.  

Please continue to bring your stamps. The appeal for 2012 World Mission is to support an Argricultural Training Centre in Southern Lebanon. This centre runs courses for Palestinian refugees on topics such as planting vegetables and caring for fruit trees. They would also like to transform an old building to offer an opportunity to raise chickens.

Please continue to put your used stamps in the little red basket in the centre vestibule .

Thank you.  Evelyn Taylor

Social Committee
We are looking for new ideas and hoping for a few new faces to help the existing group to organise a calendar of events for the coming season.

In the meantime you can come along to a Fun Quiz and Games night on Saturday 22nd september 7 for 7.30
This is a fun night for all the family , tickets will be available from any committee member priced £2.50 ( includes tea and juice ).

Linda Murray

        The Guild
I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer break although once again the weather was not kind to us.

The committee has been hard at work planning for the forthcoming session, particularly Marian Anderson, our secretary, we hope that the members enjoy what has been arranged.

This sees the start of our new 3 year strategy (2012-2015) “Whose we are and Whom we serve” (Acts27:23) which is also the guild motto, the theme for the first year is “A faith to proclaim”

There are six new projects under this strategy:-

Comfort Rwanda – Building a better Rwanda

CrossReach/Social Care Council (Church of Scotland) – Heart for Art

Mary’s Meals – Making a difference in Liberia

Ministries Council (Priority Areas) (Church of Scotland) – Passage from India

Scottish Churches Housing Action – Julius Project

World Mission Council (Church of Scotland) – Out of Africa ……. Into Malta

More information will be available in future magazines.

The six projects which have just finished under the strategy of “What does the Lord Require of You” raised the following totals:-

CrossReach - On the Other Side (Scotland)  

£156,922.70

HIV/Aids Programme – A New Hunger (Various countries)£114,880.87

International Justice Mission – Terrify no More (Cambodia)£166,816.28

Ministries Council – A Place for Hope (UK)
£103,047.50

Mission Aviation Fellowship – Mission Run (Madagascar)
£144,751.15

World Mission Council – Interfaith Support (Israel/Palestine)£104,137.04

Grand Total
£790,555.54 

Date for your diary  Guild Coffee Morning – Saturday 10th November 2012 from 10- 12noon. Members would be delighted to see you at our fundraising event.

This is an important year in the life of the guild as we will be celebrating our 125th Anniversary and Presbyterial Council have decided to hold a “Songs of Praise” on Sunday 18th November 2012 in Westburn Church when a new hymn written for this anniversary will be sung. We are delighted that the Very Rev. John Christie has agreed to come along to introduce the hymns chosen by local guilds and address us. It seems appropriate for John to be invited as his mother when a member of St. Mark’s Greenbank was heavily involved with the guild and along with Gladys Scott was involved with the groups that went to Craigengower. We will be delighted to welcome members of the congregation along to this afternoon of praise.

It goes without saying that members of the congregation (men as well as women) will be warmly welcomed at our weekly meetings. We should at all times remember “Whose we are and Whom we serve”   
Patricia Robertson
Leadership Team Co-ordinator.
Guild Syllabus for 2012
 

September
25           At Home
 

October
 2           Beetle Drive
 9           Life on Tiree                                                 Mrs. I. Munro
16          Presbyterial Council  Autumn Rally - Inverkip
23          Erskine                                                                      t.b.a.
30          Pot Pourri Evening
 

November
 6          Project - Comfort Rwanda
10(Sat) Coffee Morning
13          Drishti Eye Camp                                   Mr. D. Chundoo
18(Sun) 3.00pm Songs of Praise for
                Guild 125th Anniversary            Very Rev. John Christie
November ( Contd.)
20          The Hailsome Parritch - Chief of
                 Scotia's Food                                          Miss V. Reilly
27           Disbursement of Funds and talk
                  on Guild Theme                              Rev. Dr. G. Chestnutt
 

December
 4 (2 pm ) Presbyterial Council - Christmas Celebrations in
                    Wellpark Mid Kirk
11 Christmas Evening
The Guild look forward to welcoming you to all or any of our meetings.
 

Scout Group

Yet another autumn session about to start! Over last winter there have been many changes, within the Church and the Scout Group, such is life. Through the summer the Group have been active and the Scout section has basically not stopped but continued on through, such is the commitment of the boys and Campbell, our Scout Leader. So here's a short summary of where we are.


Beavers and Cubs - We finished last session, mid June, with a visit to the climbing wall at South Newton. Not the best night, cold wet and a bit windy, but that didn't deter the boys and girls from having a good time. Fortunately the climbing wall is inside so it didn't feel like scaling Everest. Our Beaver and Cub numbers are still far lower than we would like, 3 and 8 respectively, but their enthusiasm is undeterred none the less. See further down for plans for the future!!! Earlier this year, just after Easter we had a camp for the Cubs and Beavers down at Everton. Most of us slept under canvas but we also made good use of the 5th hut which we re-opened after major refurbishment last Autumn. Everton is a great facility which is being regularly upgraded virtually year on year and is used by a wider audience of people throughout the community, not just Scouts. However, our weekend was rather cold, very cold, frosty cold, so cold the cars were completely white Saturday and Sunday mornings. Didn't matter too much on the Friday night Saturday morning as the boys didn't sleep much anyway (and myself as a result), although the girls did. Why are girls of this age better behaved than boys? However, we had a cunning plan and took them out for a trek Saturday evening, started out about 9.45.pm and returned 11.30.pm. Up through the camp through the trees and up to the Daff Dam and back. Star spotting was very popular. On return we had hot soup and juice. The only problem was we had to wake them up to have supper as they all fell asleep shortly after arriving back at the hut. The miracle of the weekend was they didn't wake up again, after we got them bedded down, until 8.00.am the following morning and as a result, I had a wonderful night of sleep!
Scouts, Explorers and Network -  This is where our strength currently lies with healthy numbers in each section. Over the summer we've had boys over to The Czech Republic and a camp at Fordell Firs (Scotland). We also had boys walking the West Highland way back at Easter time so a very active bunch.   

Plans for the future -  With the restart of Cubs and Beavers, Friday 8th September, we are planning to have an open night on Friday the 22nd September to allow parents and children to come along and see the kinds of activities we do, including badge work and take part in some fun activities which we will be organising. We'll post more details on this in the order of service nearer the time. Do you have children or grandchildren in the area who are not involved in any youth organisations, or maybe neighbours kids who could enjoy the company of others their own age? From nearly six until as old as you are there's a place for all within Scouting so please come along youself and encourage others to join you. Our Group and our Church needs more young people and young families to be part of our journey with the Westburn and into the community. We'll be canvassing the local schools but we also need support nearer to home, your support, so please come along.

One last note is a hearty congratulations to Craig and Joanne (Cub Leader) Lindsay on the birth of baby Fraser Craig. Both are fit and well and I believe Calum is quite delighted by his new play mate and brother. Well done guys, another potential Beaver in the wings!

Yours in Scouting,

Ricky Martin, GSL    
TWO MOTHERS REMEMBERED
BY Joann Snow Duncanson

I had two Mothers – two Mothers I claim

Two different people, yet with the same name.

Two separate women, diverse by design,

But I loved them both because they were mine.

The first was the Mother who carried me here,

Gave birth and nurtured and launched my career.

She was the one whose features I bear,

Complete with the facial expressions I wear.

She gave her love, which follows me yet,

Along with the examples in life she set.

As I got older, she younger grew,

And we’d laugh like Mothers and daughters do.

But then came the time that her mind clouded so,

And I sensed that the Mother I knew would very soon go.

So quickly she changed, and turned into the other,

A stranger, who dressed in the clothes of my Mother.
Oh, she looked the same, at least at arm’s length,

But now she was the child and I was her strength.

We’d come full circle, we women three,

My Mother the first, the second and me.

And if my own children should come to a day,

When a new Mother comes and the old goes away,

I’d ask of them nothing that I didn’t do.
Love both of your Mothers as both loved you.
FROM THE ROLL-KEEPER
DEATHS
Mrs.
M.
Moffat

48a Kelly St.


2 
Mr.
K.
Wright

13 Newton St.


2
Mrs.
A.
Yeaman
14 Peile St.


3 
Mr.
M.
Hodge

119 Newton St.

4 
Mr
G.
Dewar

43 Finnart St.


5 
Mrs.
M.
Lang

4 Dungourney Dr.

8 
Mrs.
A.
Dickson
48 Nimmo St.


15

Mr
J.
Fulton

13 Columba St.

15 
Mrs.
A.
Thomson
1 Thom St.


15
Mr.
H.P.
Connell
2 Orangefield


18

Mrs.
J.
Lewis

Glenfield Nursing Hm.
22

Mrs.

Macdonald
Bagatelle Nursing Hm.
22

DISJUNCTION
Mrs.    M.        Freer

5 Glenview Ter.

16 to Mount Kirk
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Ms.
S.   Calderwood    24 Kelly St.


6        from D7
Mr.
D.  Darroch
      17 Wellpark Ct., Roxburgh St.
17      from D12
Ms.
F.   Campbell
      Bagatelle



22      from D5

Mrs.
M.  Elvy
      Bellaire



22      from D2

Mr.       D.  Lower
      Newark Care Hm.


22     from D10

Mrs.
J.    Inglis
      Balclutha



22      from D3
Mr.      S.    Hodge            140 Newton St.                  moved to Auchterarder
IN ORDER TO KEEP THE CHURCH RECORDS UP TO DATE, IT WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED IF ANY MEMBER WHO IS MOVING INFORMS THEIR ELDER, THE SESSION CLERK, OR THE ROLL KEEPER OF THEIR NEW ADDRESS.[image: image14.wmf][image: image2][image: image3]



WELCOME  to the Autumn edition of the Magazine. This is the time of the year when the Church comes alive again with all the organisations and committees starting up for their winter programme of events.  The Sunday School are already back and it is good to see the children back in church. In the centre of the magazine are all the details of our organisations, with contact details, please check this out and hopefully there is something there for you.  A lot of work goes into planning and organising activities and programmes and it is important that the congregation support  by attending the organisations suitable for you.   So please join in -  a warm and friendly welcome awaits you.





On Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th September Westburn took part in ‘OPEN DOORS’  perhaps you were there. This is an opportunity to open our doors to anyone interested in seeing the church and finding out a little about  us, and enjoying a cup of tea and fellowship.   With all the work carried out recently Westburn is looking very good inside and out and is a credit to the Property Committee who over the last few  years have undertaken a lot of work in the organising and planning of all the repairs and refurbishment. This was a good opportunity to showcase the  results.  Their commitment and hard work are very much appreciated.





The material for the next magazine is due by Sunday 28th October


e-mail to cathbarbour@btconnect.com











e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:cathbarbour@btconnect.com" ��cathbarbour@btconnect.com� or to Joe Craig.
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